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80.1/157.3 [aka: Mozartkugel)

for string quartet and live electronics

Whritten with a commission by the NFPK+ (Dutch Funds for the Performing Arts) in 2010.

The material of this piece is based on Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart's string quartets K.80, 1st movement and K.157, 3rd movement.
The piece came out from my genuine admiration of Mozart's work, but also from a criticism of classical music culture, which often indulges in unreflected sentimentality, under the cloak of the
allegedly superior culture, which is nurtured by classical music industrie's celebration of "geniusses" and "old masters".

The electronics in this work - most notably the synthesizer part -put Mozart's music in the vicinity of Muzak and light classical music, where it is reduced (or enhanced?) to a commodity.
Furthermore, recordings are used from a rehearsal where a quartet is practicing the Mozart pieces. Both of these aspects are musically displaying the utilitarian function that the music has
been given - on one hand as laborious activity and on the other hand a product.

The electronics are supposed to be performed by an additional musician who is offstage. They can also be realised by the sound-engineer. The program (prepared in MainStage]) can be obtained
by the composer upon request [contact: marko@ciciliani.com).

Marko Ciciliani, September 2010
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80.1/157.3 (aka: Mozartkugel)

Electronics:
subtle delay on all string instruments.
Delaytime approx. 2 quarter notes = +1.43"
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Synthesizer:
a typical cheezy 80s string-pad sound, with a fast tremolo (+16-note tempo). LPF filtering should result
in a bright but still mellow and never sharp sound. Typical Yamaha CS 80 sounds are welcome.
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fade out delay
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[recording of string quartet rehearsing Mozart K.80, 1st movement]
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Synthesizer:
the same sound as previsouly, is now doubled. The second copy should use an arpeggiater with
+4 octave transposition and random order. The result should be a mellow should that is glistering.
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L Electronics:
a subtle reverb is applied to strings and voices
spoken by all string players with a soft whispery voice
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Synthesizer:
synthesizer sound undergoes strong filtering so that is
sounds as if it is coming out of a distorted transistor radio.
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