
muzART
for piano, harp, chamber orchestra and electronics

marko ciciliani 2010





muzART 

for piano, harp, chamber orchestra and electronics

by Marko Ciciliani

muzART is based on the C-major piano sonata K.545 (sonata facile) by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. The original material 

was altered, layered and manipulated in many different ways and reorchestrated for two soloists and chamber orchestra (1111 1110 1 

11111) with the addition of electronic processings and three pre-produced recordings. Not a single note was added by the composer. All 

musical material with the exception of the pre-produced recordings, is derived from the piano sonata.

If more strings are available, all string parts should be multiplied up to the size of a small classical string orchestra (55432). The dynamics of 

the string parts have to be reduced accordingly.

The pre-produced recordings are compound of:

Soundtrack #1: a superimposition of all D-major symphonies by W.A. Mozart;

Soundtrack #2: a superimposition of all G-major symphonies by W.A. Mozart;

Soundtrack #3: a superimposition of all B-flat-major symphonies by W.A. Mozart.

The piece consists of 9 movements that have to follow each other seamlessly.

The entire orchestra should be slightly amplified. If this is not possible, at least piano, harp and glockenspiel have to be miced for processing. For 

the piano, microphones should be used that reduce all cross talk from the environment, either by using c-ducer microphones or very close 

micing (like DPA4062 miniature mics that are attached inside of the instrument). Ideally an hexaphonic speaker setup should be used but the 

piece can also be performed with a stereo setup.

All electronics are operated by a SuperCollider program that can be provided by the composer upon request (contact: marko@ciciliani.com).

muzART was motivated by my great admiration for Mozart's music but is also a commentary on the classical music industry, which is 

characterized by standardized mass-production not dissimilar to sale-oriented pop music, but while pretending to be of higher cultural and 

artistic value.

                                                                                                                                                                                                Marko Ciciliani, July 2010

duration: approx. 22 minutes.

muzART was commissioned by the NFPK+.
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Flute

Oboe

Clarinet in Bb

Bassoon

Horn in F

Trumpet in C

Trombone

Timpani

Glockenspiel

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Cello

Contrabass

Harp

Piano

q = 160

Electronics:
The piano part is multiplied by electronic processings, creating five additional layers that are playing back at slightly lower speeds but with the original tuning. 
The slowest of the parts takes 2.25 the time until it is finished. The musicians proceed to the next movement while the electronics are still playing.I.
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II.
Electronics:
Three seperate channels of processings are used The processing applied is a frequency modulation with varying modulator 
frequencies and intensities. The instrument signals sent to the processing channels are:
channel 1: Glockenspiel + flute;
channel 2: piano, oboe and bassoon;
channels 3: harp, clarinet and horn.
As the electronics thin out, Soundtrack #1 should be subtly faded in, creating a background texture in front of which 
the played notes are forming a relief.
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start to play as soon as piano finished the previous section, 
still while the electronics are running
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if necessary, use circular breathing, otherwise hold as long as breath lasts
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V.

Electronics:
During Section V soubtly fade in Soundtrack #2, so that it creates a background texture in front of which the played notes are forming a relief. 
Apply the same processings as in Section II to the following grouping of instruments:
channel 1: glockenspiel, violin I;
channel 2: harp, violin II, cello;
channel 3: piano, viola and double-bass.
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Electronics:
During Section VII soubtly fade in Soundtrack #3, so that it creates a background texture in front of which the played notes are forming a relief. 
Apply the same processings as in Section II to the following grouping of instruments:
channel 1: glockenspiel, flute;
channel 2: harp, clarinet;
channel 3: piano, and horn.
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* piano is the general character of this movement, however, the dynamics 
should be varied in a huge range in a chamber-musical manner.

Electronics:
fade out Soundtrack#3                                                                                                                                                            
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